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From the Director's Desk 
Ted Bornhorst, Director of Administration 

 

  Greetings from your museum. The museum 
the staff is working hard to make the current museum 
even better, while at the same time proceeding down 
the path towards an even better museum on Quincy 
Hill.  
 
First of all, we’re working to get more visitors to enjoy 
this wonderful museum. Last year we were open on 
both Saturday and Sunday from noon to 5 pm in the 
months of July, August, and September and we will be 
open then this year too. The museum brochure, printed 
with the help of the Society, has been distributed 
across the Keweenaw and to Michigan visitor centers. 
Soon you will see an attractive sign guiding visitors to 
free parking east of the Rosza Center, as this lot is 
open parking for the summer. In early July we hope to 
have museum banners hanging from light poles from 
the Rosza Center to the EERC building to help guide 
visitors easily through campus.   
 
The appearance of the gift shop has been dramatically 
improved through new displays and upgrading the 
diversity and quality of merchandise. These changes 
were made to both increase sales and at the same time 
serve as another avenue to further promote the 
museum. As a result, sales have dramatically increased 
with roughly half or more of visitors to the museum 
making purchases! Last fall I met two people making a 
purchase in the gift shop that resulted in my giving a 
presentation on Keweenaw geology at a medical 
professional’s conference in Copper Harbor a few 
weeks ago. One of those same persons came back to 
the museum this year just to purchase gifts to give 
away at the conference, and then a day later brought 

back a friend to see the museum (the friend made 
purchases too). So, the gift shop is becoming an asset 
to attract visitors.  
 
You might wonder why I was making a sale in the gift 
shop......because last fall Stan and I staffed the gift 
shop while we searched for a Museum Assistant. 
While it took us time and effort, our choice for the 
new Museum Assistant is a true "gem."  Mary Lawver 
comes to the museum from Beloit, Wisconsin, and 
joined us in February. Mary makes sales in the gift 
shop, cares for the gift shop inventory, deals with 
registration for Copper Country Mineral Retreat in 
August (previously run by the Copper Country Rock 
and Mineral Club as Keweenaw Week), and more. The 
next time you are in the museum, please be sure to 
check out the gift shop and remember to tell Mary that 
you are a Society member. You will get a 10 % 
discount!  
 

Until next time my very best wishes. 
 
 
 
 

 

Seaman 
 M ineral 
  Museum 
   Society 

    News 
 

 

 
Some of the new specimen display cases in the museum gift shop. 
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Dr. Charles A. Salotti, native of Copper Country, was born in 
Laurium, Michigan in 1927, and graduated from Calumet High 
School. He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Geology at the 
University of Michigan. In 1961 he received his Ph.D. in 
Mineralogy from the University of Michigan, working with Prof. 
E. W. Heinrich. After a prominent career in industry and in 
teaching in many places across the USA, he and his wife Tiger 
relocated to Chassell where Charlie devoted his efforts to the 
development of the mining industry and especially to the A. E. 
Seaman Mineral Museum.  

Gene LaBerge 
 

Dr. Gene LaBerge, 
winner of the 2004 Charles A. 
Salotti Earth Science 
Education Award, has 
dedicated his life to the 
advancement of mineralogy 
and the geosciences through 
education, and in so doing has 
inspired many others to 
pursue careers in those fields. 
Gene’s field-oriented, “hands 
on” approach that has been a 
guiding principal in both his 
classroom and his research 
has been tremendously 
successful, as confirmed in 
testimonies from his former students: “He expresses a genuine 
concern for providing quality education by generously giving his 
time, and sharing his knowledge in and out of the classroom;”  
“…a man who not only epitomizes excellence in education, but 
has given unselfishly and generously of his time and very special 
talent;” “…a person who’s contributions to the University of 
Wisconsin system and the profession of geology are 
immeasurable;” “I am yet to meet another instructor whose 
enthusiastic attitude could foster the excellent environment of 
learning that Dr. LaBegre was able to foster for me and my 
classmates;” “I say with no doubt, that had I not come to know 
Dr. Gene LaBerge, I certainly would not be a geologist today.” 

In 1965 Gene joined the faculty at the University of 
Wisconsin in Oshkosh, where over the next 33 years, he taught 
courses in mineralogy, petrology, X-ray diffraction, optical 
mineralogy and mineral deposits. Successfully integrating his own 
research into the classroom, Gene was able to show the relevance 
of minerals and the geosciences to his students and society in 
general. Gene is a strong researcher, and has studied banded iron 
deposits around the world. He has worked with both the State of 
Wisconsin and the United States Geological Survey doing 
extensive geologic mapping in northern Wisconsin, in recognition 

of which he received the Goldich Award from the Institute on 
Lake Superior Geology in 1995 for his outstanding contributions 
to the geology of that region. In 1989 he received the Rosebush 
University Professor Award, the highest award presented to 
university faculty at the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh, for 
teaching excellence, outstanding research and service. 

Gene is also well-known and respected in the mineral 
collector community. He has an enviable record of publications, 
both professional and popular. While he is perhaps best known as 
author of Geology of the Lake Superior Region (now in its fourth 
printing), he is also editor/author of The F. John Barlow Mineral 
Collection. He has provided innumerable programs to mineral 
clubs, served as founding Curator of the Weis Earth Science 
Museum, and as an advisory board member for our own A. E. 
Seaman Mineral Museum, further demonstrating his commitment 
to the broad spectrum of mineralogical education. He is a most 
deserving candidate to receive this year’s Charles A. Salotti Earth 
Science Education Award 
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30th Annual Upper Peninsula 
Gem & Mineral Show 

Saturday, August 06, 2005,   
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Ishpeming Elks Club – Hall 
597 Lake Shore Drive, Ishpeming, Michigan 
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Collections Report 
-George W. Robinson, Curator�

There have been many exciting happenings with the 
museum’s collections since our last newsletter, not the least of 
which has been the near elimination of a century-old backlog of 
uncataloged specimens and reorganization of the systematic 
collection! But does this mean no new specimens have been 
acquired? On the contrary, the collection has grown by leaps and 
bounds with many new and wonderful additions.  

Let’s begin by “rolling out the beryls.” Last December the 
museum received two magnificent beryl specimens from Minas 
Gerais, Brazil. The first of these is a large specimen of 

aquamarine from the Gene and Rosalind Meieran collection, 
consisting of two tabular, doubly-terminated blue crystals on 
albite. This is not a thumbnail: the larger of the two crystals is 6 
inches in diameter, and was donated by Andrew and Christy 
Meieran. The second beryl specimen makes a perfect complement 

to the first, and consists of a gemmy pinkish orange morganite 
crystal 8 inches across on a matrix of lepidolite and albite. This 
spectacular specimen is a gift from Wayne and Laura Thompson 
of Phoenix, Arizona.  

Speaking of big gifts and big specimens, have you ever seen 
a 3.5-inch copper dodecahedron from the Copper Country, a 6.5-
inch bournonite crystal from Bolivia, or a 10.5-inch hematite 
crystal from South Africa? Thanks to Marc Weill of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, you can now see all three of these giants at the 
Seaman Mineral Museum! Not only are these a wonder to look at, 
they are truly incredible specimens in that they are among the 
largest known single crystals for their species (in fact the hematite 

and bournonite may be the world’s largest). Thank you, Marc, for 
your outstanding contribution to the museum’s collection!  

But that’s not the end of great new donations that came to us 
from New England. William Shelton of Westfield, Massachusetts 
(who has pledged his entire collection to the museum), recently 
donated a suite of fine specimens, including a 2.5-inch cherry red 
rhodochrosite crystal from Colorado’s famous Sweet Home mine, 
a 1-inch gemmy green emerald crystal from Colombia, a 5-inch 
specimen of gem turquoise from Arizona, an 8-inch nickel-iron 
meteorite from Namibia, and a 13-inch group of smoky quartz 
crystals from the Ural Mountains, Russia. Bill also generously 
provided exhibits featuring some of his fine Russian minerals on 
our behalf at this year’s Tucson Gem and Mineral Show and 
Rochester Mineral Symposium.  

Add to these the Robert Hoyle collection donated by Bonnie 
Janeshek and John Hoyle of Iron Mountain, suites of copper 
minerals from Ontario and uranium minerals from Michigan, 
donated by Shawn Carlson, recently collected Lake Superior 
agates purchased by the Seaman Mineral Museum Society, as 
well as numerous fine individual specimens acquired at various 
mineral shows throughout the year, and it’s easy to see that along 
with its new beryls, the collection has definitely been “on a roll!”  

  
A sampling of minerals from the recent William Shelton 
donation: Left: emerald crystal (1 inch across) from Muzo, 
Columbia. Right: rhodochrosite (2.75 inches tall) from the Sweet 
Home Mine, Alma, Colorado. 

 
 

 
Top: Beryl (6 inches across) donated by Andrew and 
Christy Meieran. Bottom: Beryl variety morganite (8 
inches across Donated by Wayne and Laura 
Thompson. Both specimens are from Cornela Murte, 
Minas Gerais, Brazil. 

 
Perhaps the world’s largest hematite crystal (10.5 
inches across), from Kuruman, South Africa. 
Donated by Marc Weill. 

 

 

 
 

3.5-inch 
dodecahedral copper 
crystal from the 
Pewabic Lode, Lake 
Superior Copper 
District, Michigan, 
donated by Marc 
Weill. 
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Society Gifts 
 

During the past year, the Seaman Mineral Museum 
Society has made several gifts to the museum to help 
support its collections and its general mission.  

The museum’s reception area now hosts three 
round tables and 20 comfortable chairs which are used 
by students seeking a quiet place to study, museum 
visitors taking a break, and by many campus and 
community organizations hosting meetings in the 
museum.  

In regard to the museum’s collections, the society 
purchased 14 wonderful agates that were collected by 
Bob Barron from Keweenaw Point (see accompanying 
article), a rare fine crystallized silver with associated 
datolite crystals from the Osceola mine, Houghton Co., 
MI, and the gem hiddenite crystal that was featured on 
the society’s invitations last year.  

The society has also been helping to fund the 
printing of the new color brochures that are quite 
striking and have played an important role in the 
increased visitation the museum has witnessed in the 
past year. 

The museum thanks all of the SMMS members for 
their generous support. 
 
 
 
 

Museum Welcomes New Staff Member! 
Mary Lawver  joins the Seaman Mineral Museum 
staff as Museum Assistant. Originally from Beloit, WI, 
she holds a BA in Art from the University of WI-
Whitewater and was previously employed at Warner 
Electric as a Business Systems Analyst.  Mary and her 
husband Darrell moved permanently to their home in 
Laurium in January 2005.  Quilting, fishing, 
watercolor painting, pets, canoeing, knitting, 
gardening  and beading occupy her time away from the 
museum. Mary’s various duties include working in the 
gift shop, taking care of Keweenaw Week 
registrations, and assisting with SMMS business. 

�����������	
���
���������
Stanley J. Dyl II, Director of Advancement and Planning 
 

Much recent effort has focused on complying with 
Federal regulations required to access a total of $1.5 
million in Federal grant monies appropriated for the 
new museum project on Quincy Hill.  U. S. Senator 
Carl Levin (D-Mich), U. S. Senator Debbie Stabenow 
(D-Mich) and U.S. Representative Bart Stupak (D-
Mich) continue to work diligently on our behalf, and 
have worked hard and persevered to secure this 
funding. The FY04 Save America’s Treasures grant of 
$222,271 is in hand, and we are now ready to begin 
spending. The approval to spend the FY04 Housing 
and Urban Development/Economic Development 
Initiative grant of $994,100 is imminent, and we’ve 
just received the notification letter for an FY05 
Housing and Urban Development/Economic 
Development Initiative grant of $297,600.   

With this funding, we will begin Phase I of the 
project: engineering site master planning and 
engineering design for basic site work, as well as 
stabilization and preliminary restoration of the former 
Quincy Mine machine shop.  Michigan Technological 
University’s Facilities Management Dept. has received 
qualifications from six prominent U. S. architectural 
and engineering firms experienced in historic building 
restoration and rehabilitation. We’re currently in the 
selection process. During summer 2005 we plan to do 
basic site work, including base-level site clean up and 
possibly installation of the main access road. 

 I’d like to recognize the Mining and 
Metallurgical Society of America who gave a 2004 
Jackling Fund grant of $7500 to the A. E. Seaman 
Mineral Museum in support of the new museum 
project.   The Jackling Fund grant underwrote a 
detailed land use history and archaeological survey of 
the proposed new museum site on Quincy Hill, which 
was needed to satisfy Federal grant regulations.  
Sincere thanks go to Michigan Tech alumni Kenneth 
Brunk, Bernard J. Guarnera, and K. Marc LeVier who 
advocated strongly with the MMSA for the museum. 
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Mark Your Calendar!�
2005 Calendar of Events  
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The Opal Ball 
Alice Tahtinnen- Opal Ball Committee Co-Chair 

Well, before we know it, soon it will be that time of the 
year again, the time for the annual fundraising event for the 
A.E. Seaman Mineral Museum, The Opal Ball.  This ball 
promises again, to be a special magical evening. We are 
busy planning the gourmet menu with a selection of three 
delicious entrees, not to mention the appetizers, special 
music, last but definitely not least, the silent and live 
auctions of generously donated items, which benefit the 
museum.  

 We hope you will mark your calendars for October 
1st, and accept our invitation to join your friends at the 
Franklin Square Inn ballroom, for an evening of magical, 
shining iridescence, not unlike the gemstone Opal. 

Barron Invited to Munich Show 
 

Bob Barron has been invited to attend the Munich Mineral Fossil 
and Gem Show in October 28-30, 2005. Last fall, John Jaszczak 
noted that agates would be the theme of the Europe’s largest 
mineral show and suggested that Bob Barron contact the show’s 
founder and director, Johannes Keilmann to see if he’d be 
interested in fabulous new agates that Bob had been discovering 
at Keweenaw Point. His 2004 discovery was considered by some 
agate connoisseurs as one of the most significant Lake Superior 
agate finds ever!  Bob will be displaying some of these at the 
show in October, along with a slide show of underwater 
collecting.  

� Seaman Mineral Museum Society News�  
�

Director of Administration: Ted Bornhorst 
Director of Advancement and Planning: Stanley J. Dyl II 

Curator: George W. Robinson 
Museum Assistant: Mary Lawver 

Newsletter Editor: John A. Jaszczak 
 

SMMS Board Members: 
Donna Cole,  Pamela Hecht, John Jaszczak (Chair),  

Marg Rohrer, Tiger Salotti, Alice Tahtinen, Buddy Wylie 
 

For information about the Society please write or call: 
 

Seaman Mineral Museum Society 
c/o Seaman Mineral Museum 

Michigan Technological University 
1400 Townsend Drive 

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1295 
 

Phone: (906) 487-2572     Fax: (906) 487-3027 
http://www.museum.mtu.edu/ 

 
The mission of the Seaman Mineral Museum Society 

is to promote the A. E. Seaman Mineral Museum regionally, 
nationally, and internationally, 

 and to support the museum and its mission.  

 
Agate (3×2.5 inches) from Keweenaw Point collected in 
2004 by Bob Barron. Seaman Mineral Museum 
collection, gift of the Seaman Mineral Museum Society. 


