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Supporting the A. E. Seaman Mineral Museum at Michigan Technological University 

 
Contact Us 

A. E. Seaman Mineral Museum 
Michigan Tech. University 

1400 Townsend Dr. 
Houghton, MI  49931-1295 

 
www.museum.mtu.edu 

(906) 487-2572 
 
 

Museum Winter Hours 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

 
Museum Staff 
Dr. Ted Bornhorst 

Director of Administration 
Stanley J. Dyl II 

Director of Advancement 
and Planning 

Dr. George W. Robinson 
Curator 

Mary Lawver 
Museum Assistant 

Dr. John A. Jaszczak 
Adjunct Curator 

Seaman Mineral 
Museum Society Board 

Donna Cole 
Pam Hecht  

John A. Jaszczak, Chair 
Marg Rohrer 
Tiger Salotti 

Alice Tahtinen 

         
        December 2005�
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Stanley J. Dyl II, Director of Advancement and Planning 
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The mission of the Seaman M ineral Museum Society 
is to promote the A. E. Seaman M ineral Museum  

regionally, nationally, and internationally, 
 and to support the museum and its mission.  

 

Seaman 
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 The Seaman Mineral Museum Society is pleased to announce 
that the seventh presentation of this annual award, in honor of 
Dr. Charles A. Salotti to recognize excellence in education of the 
earth sciences, was made to Dr. Skip Simmons at the Opal Ball 
fundraiser, which was held on October 1, 2005. We were 
privileged to host Skip and his Wife Karen to visit the museum 
and attend the Ball as both Skip and Karen live in New Orleans 
and suffered losses to hurricane Katrina. Skip and Karen’s 
optimism and gratitude were inspiring to all of us who had the 
opportunity to meet them. Skip even took a turn as auctioneer and 
really got things hopping! 

William B. (Skip) Simmons, Jr. is professor of geology in the 
Department of Geology & Geophysics at the University of New 
Orleans. He received his BS degree in geology from Duke 
University, MS in geology from University of Georgia, and his 
Ph.D. in mineralogy from University of Michigan. His research 
interests focus on the genesis, mineralogy and geochemistry of 
pegmatites. According to his nomination letter, “Study with Skip 
Simmons is one of the finest graduate experiences one could have 
in mineralogy anywhere in the United States.” In addition to 
being an excellent mentor and teacher of university students, he is 
also has a noteworthy ability to connect to both amateur mineral 
collectors and the public alike. He is a popular lecturer at such 
venues as the Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, where he also 
brings many of his students to present papers, posters, and 
exhibits.Dr. Simmons is a Fellow of the Mineralogical Society of 
America. The mineral simmonsite was named in his honor in 
1999.   
 Dr. Charles A. Salotti, a Copper Country native, was born 
in Laurium, Michigan in 1927, and graduated from Calumet High 
School. He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Geology at the 
University of Michigan. In 1961 he received his Ph.D. in 
Mineralogy from the University of Michigan, working with Prof. 
E. W. Heinrich. After a prominent career in industry and in 
teaching in many places across the USA, he and his wife Tiger 
relocated to Chassell where Charlie devoted his efforts to the 
development of the mining industry and especially to the A. E. 
Seaman Mineral Museum.  
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The museum is fortunate to have recently received two very fine 
specimens of chalcocite crystals from the now-defunct Flambeau 
mine, which formerly operated at Ladysmith, Wisconsin. These 
were donated by Kennecott Utah Copper Corporation at the 
suggestion of Jon Cherry and Larry Bunkall, with Kennecott's 
Department of Government and Public Affairs. One of these, 
shown here, is truly a magnificent specimen with sharp, 
iridescent, twinned crystals to three centimeters in length. The 
Flambeau mine was in operation for a relatively short time, and is 
now completely reclaimed, with a newly created wetlands on the 
former mine property. During its operation the mine became 
famous for its sporadic production of well-formed chalcocite 
crystals, which are ranked among the world's finest. We are most 
grateful to Kennecott for providing these now unobtainable 
specimens. 
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Dr. Skip Simmons receiving the 2005 Salotti 
award from SMMS board member and Heinrich 
trustee Tiger Salotti at the Opal Ball on October 
1, 2005. 

John A. Jaszczak photograph. 


